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ON THE DEATH OF 


\ 


The Honourable Sir WILLIAM FON ES, 


-11# Es 
* 


A JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT OP . A 


JUDICATURE IN BENGAL, 


AND PRESIDENT OF THE ASIATIC SOCIETY. 80 fy 


Be WILLIAM HAYLEY, Ex «+, 4 


TE PIETAS OBLITA VIRUM, REVOCATAQUE CCELO = 
JUSTITIA, ET GEMINA PLANGET, FACUNDIA LINGURA, r 
ET PALLAS, DOCTIQUE COHORS HELICONIA PHCEBI ; UN 


— N — — — —_—c — — — — — ne; 


OMNIA NAMQUE ANIMO COMPLEXUS, ET OMNIBUS AUCTOR 1 
QUA FAN DI VIA LATA PATET; SIVE ORSA LIBEBAT | , 
AONIIS VINCIRE MODIS, SEU VOCE SOLUTA _ | ' 1 
SPARGERE, ET EF RENO NIMBOS ZQUARE PROFATU. Wa 

STATII SYLVARUM, Lib. v. 
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LONDON: 
| Printed for T. Capt, Jun. and W. Davies (Succeſſors to Mr. Capi) 
5 in the Strand. | 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


- 


— 


the very moment, when I was concluding the Notes to this Elegy, 
I received an Elegiac Poem on the ſame ſubject, by a Gentleman, 


whoſe extenſive knowledge of Indian Literature, and whoſe acquaint- 


ance with its lamented Patron, induced me to peruſe his Publication 


with peculiar eagerneſs. There is ſo much poetical merit in the 


animated and graceful tribute, which Mr. Mavzics has paid to the me- 


mory of Sir WILLIAM Jones, that, had I feen it before the completion 


of theſe Stanzas, it might have induced me to relinquiſh a ſubje& pre- 


engaged by a Writer fo peculiarly qualified to treat it with ſucceſs. 


' Yet the literary excellence of Sir WILLIAM Joxks appears to require 


ſome kind of homage from every man of letters; and by the ſpirit of 


Mr. Mavsicx's performance, I am perſuaded, that our common regard 


for the Character we commemorate, is ſo ſincere and ingenuous, that we 


muſt rejoice in a multiplicity of offerings to a name ſo entitled to univer- 


ſal praiſe. 


EEEG 3, 


— Pr 


CIENCE of late, with quick maternal eye, 
Penfive and kind, with Glory by her fide, 


Watch' d every fail from Inp14, to deſery 


That Son's return, whoſe talents are her pride. 


Sudden acroſs the tutelary Queen | 

Death's Angel paſs'd, and ſhook his potent dart: 
Then, in ſtern triumph, ſaid, Behold a ſcene 

At once to wound, and to conſole thy heart! 


; 

RA 
III. 
„ 


Far off ſhe finds her darling JONES inurn d; 
Inp1a's mild ſages, dropping many a tear, 


With admiration into anguiſh turn'd, e Ou SC 


Mourn that enlighten'd Judge they joy's to bar 
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T he Fane, he rear'd to AsIATIC lore, 
On which his mind immortal luſtre ſhed, 
Echoing the liberal voice of friendly Sort, 


Sounds the ſweet praiſes of the hero dead ; 


V. 


The Hero 10 who, in | folds of higheſt fans; 

Beyond his peets the dart of conqueſt hurl 4 

Surpaſs d ambitiaus AMMON'$,Weaker aim, 1299 1 £2.16 07 
And nobly graſp'd the intellectual world. 


VI. 
Thro' every province in that ſpacious: ſphere 
His dauntleſs thoughts exulting Genius led 
At whoſe bold march,.thro' deſerts deep and drear, 
Darkneſs * d, and dnn fled. 


VIE 


E ni „„ of the fayour d few; ,; 
Who to the heights of Learning 8 Ge clinab, 

| Sharing with her, in proſpects ever new. 

A calm dominion over ſpace and time 155 E 


Early 
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Early to thee obedient Language brought 
| Her keys, commanding many a ſecret ſtorez 
© Youth, of i ingenuous and aſpiring thought, 
,: 7 thine, ſhe faid, theſe treaſures to explore; 


To thee, reſerved in As1a's richeſt ſpoil, Naeh OFT | i 
| 
Fancy and Wiſdom will their wealth impart ; | 
Deck with their jewels, won by letter'd toil, 
The throne of Virtue in thy ſteadfaſt heart! 


X. a "A 1 ; 


Glowing with youthful Joy in Learning's ſeats, / WOR 
Thy mind embrac'd the glorious lot preſcrib d; ith 
And richly redolent of claſſic ſweets 1 


1 


5 The mental perfumes of the Eaſt imbib c bY 


1 
As ſpicy. gales wak'd, with delicious power, 
The pride of joy in GaAs gallant frame, 


(4) 


XII 6 
” 


So, and with ſtronger breathings of delight, 
The Muſe of Asia's balmy flowers and fruit” 
Rais d thy young ſpirit to pure Rapture's height, 

And promiſed Glory to thy keen purſuit. 


XIII. 
How patient Toil and eager Tranſport join'd, - e 
When Eaſtern bards awak' d thy kindred fire, 
And Evroys ſaw thee, with a {kill refin d, 
Adapt to As1an airs an ATTIC lyre! 


XIV. 


How (ere thy mind ey" reſt on Duty's am 
Thy early vigils patriot zeal evince 

When thy free hand diſdain'd not to Rs TY 
A PERSLAN caſket for a No THERN Prince: 


But from thy ſpirit, with juſt pride elate; - ' 
What generous plaints of indignation burſt, - 


When Wiſdom bade thee mark the ſcholar $ fre ; 
The child of Fancy, by Deluſion nurs dl. 


WH 


XVI. 


The quickſand, covered by a tempting tide, 

| Thy piercing eyes perceiv'd ; that latent ſnare, 

Where many a ſon of letter'd fame has died, f 
Dupe of Delight, and victim of Deſpair | 


XVIL 


Thou faw'ſt, that often, with inſidious ſong, 
Sweet Learning, to indulge a Syren's joy, 

Lures her fond ſlave from life's more active throng, 
Smiling to cheat, and charming to deſtroy. 


XVIL 


Thy genius ſoar d the ſoft'ning ſpell above, 

With manly vigilance, with noble ſpleen ; 

And gave the Muſe thy ſecondary love, 
Proclaiming Law thy life's acknowledg'd queen. 


XIX. 


Thou would'ſt be vaſſal only to the power. 

Who bears immutable Dominion's rod, | ii 

Ruling the leaſt and loftieſt ; peace her dower, 
Her throne the boſom of her parent, G. 


= 


Py + 
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She, awful patroneſs ! with OY ſincerc, 
Bleſt her young champion from Sha ſnares teleas d; 


ev + 


And ſent thee to ennoble and ende 
Her Encrs empire in the radiant Baer. bs & 


2 * ? 17 
X Y 4 I. as 


The ſciences, the arts, and every power, * W er IT 
That holds o'er earth beneficent controul, iS; 

Hail'd' thee ſo entering, in their wee 3700 vor? 2221, 
A ſcene adapted to > thy fervid ſoul. MIELICHC 


XXII. | 
With penſive zeal; and exultation juſt, 
From Heav'n receiving, as a glorious truſt,  ! 27 
The bright occaſion of befriending man. 


XXII, 


Thy country. ſent thee forth with joyous . vad 
Mix'd with maternal fears, and fond concerin- 
Of mental wealth, Hope's fparkling eye het + 

The richeſt freight in thy remote return. O11 2941 


. oe Illufive : 


1 


71 


XXIV. 


Illufive video; He whoſe ample ming 
Embrac'd the treaſury of As LAN thoyght, $A 


—— 


He, to whom Science her rich depths conſign d, N 


He dies, untimely, in the mine he wrought. 


xxv. 


Ka * 


No more can Fancy, whom he us'd to chear, 
Take from his hand her ſcattered pearl 1 new * 
Or Love, or F riendſhip, hope again to hear 

Their ſongs of ſweetneſs, -ſweeter from his mag 


XXVI. 


Kind Heav'n yet bids them not tob /wildly;goeye, 


Or deem too ſhort the mortal ee 254 
Did he not live to merit, and receive, 25 
Praiſe from the world, and ace a God 


Let tender Truth, to:temper-delfiſh Griek, /:'1 1 


Count the:heap'd. meafure of his merits oer; 
Nor blame the term of harveſt an todduied; 2 ct 5 
When Hear n with plenitude has bleſt the ſtore, ? 


Few 


5 1 
Z f 
* 4 


—_ 


Joes OO RE Wee ro nan 
. OE Fon” 24 


8 | x” 
r : . 


8 


4 8 . £24 


A 
TSS 


- — A CIO oC * 7X 
” 2 22 * & 
r Sari, ner lo bes nee a 


ws 


— 
. 


ir 
24. 
al 
"831 
% :7.:08 
Way 
1 
£3) 
1 
x 1 
4 bo 
4 the 
I 
1+ {BY 
IN 170 
8 0 
* Ae 
11 
1 
5 
1 
IC 
* 
1 


2 Tr on ee - S 
. ˙ AA ET n 2 
— rr N - or S — — 
— — — a 9 2 2 — — * > 
_— — S - ——— — 8 A . III 
5 — n . xs 3 Kanda — 8 — — —— — 
7 2 . 5 — rh th _ - I = a SE * — — p _ 
* rr . noe. a Sx — — & CE 0 * 
- — 3 => — \ — — — * ot 


+ 
oth — 2 
— 
5 - ”— — 
* — 


1 
Jy * 
> 
a N 
LY 
a? p 
ö 
T7 4 
l 
{| 
p 
14 
y . 
1 

1 

i o 

« 1 
2&4 

Sin, © 

137 

: 15 , 

P 1 

for: i. 

14 
\ 
© Os 
$ 
* 
77 
N 
1 
Fe 3% 
4 
18 4 
1 
* ol 
1 1 
N 
* 
ny 
£4 
* 
27 
18 
4, 
* 
} 4 
TH 
vb. 

[ * 

1 
Oo 

_ $187 
1 
9 7 

5 if 
: 1 
5 
1 

„ 

e 

1 
1 

SQ 
{ 

" 

' Sebi 

1 

* 

4 + 

q\ 
; 

q M1 
7 
. 
N. 

"| 

* 

F 
4 
ns 

7 

+ 

BY 
. 

© 

XY 
Ft 

4 
4 + 

7:2 
8 
* 
5 
1 
* 
1 
1 
3 
% 
f 

7 
TA 
: 

(1 
* 

»% 

1 
4 

FT. 

1 $ 
4 
"ths 

if 
. 
* 
\ 
{ 

(Fi 

4 
8 

of: 

. 

ute 

wo”! 

. 34h 

! 

f 

484 

4K 

Y 

} 


2 — TOES 2 — A 
B . A, CMP 3 Ls 


— 2 


— 


7 — mm 


895 
XXVIII, 
Few were thy years, to count their real date, 
And quick thy exit prov'd, thou early ſage! | 
But from thy toil's variety and weight, n t 11 
Thou ſeem'ſt to have enjoy d the longeſt age. 5 511 


xXIX. 
In thy career, tho ſhort, all powers we trage 
This courſe of tranſient being can diſplaßB; 
And no appropriate charm has fail'd to grace 
The morn, or noon, or ev' ning of thy day. 


E 
Thy life, a ſcene with pleaſing wonder view d! 
A perfect garden on a narrow plot!!! 
Whoſe bounds unſeen the buſy. thought elude , 
| While ſweet Deception magnifies the ſpot. 


XXXI. 


What bright diverſities that garden borre 
Of all that Art can raiſe, or Nature grant; 
There grew the palm, that conſcious virtue wore, 

There the Bard's laurel, as an humbler plant. 


Oh, 
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XXXII. 


. 


Oh, all-accompliſhed Joxxs | how ſect, how ſtrong 
Thy ſtreams of muſic from the Muſes' hill! 
Thine the loud torrent of her Epic ſong, . 
And thine the murmur of her ſofteſt rill. i 
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XXVXIII. 


Love's tender Cone and: Fancy's. F portive fire 
Conſpir' d to decorate the nuptial ſtrain, * 
When, fondly re-aſſum'd,'thy rapturous lyre i 
Uſher'd young ALTHORP into Hymen's fane, OO 4 


3 
T2. * 
TIT v 
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XXXIV. 


Alas! mild denten Liearning's fav rite Ute! 
In this, her public loſs, how large thy part; 

Early twas thine to value and commend E I 
The Poet's genius, and the Judge's heart, . i 
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XXXV. y 


For * ere THIS gave bis glory gh, 
Or Eaſtern Muſes idoliz d his name, oy 
Thy well-train'd youth atteſted all his worth, 
Thy . was the herald of his fame. nd 


c oe | Largel 


6 
xxxVI 
Largely haft thou thy noble manſion grac'd 
With volumes miniſt ring to mental healtkk 
Thy treaſury of hook prochaims thy taſte ao! Sch Said 
Magnificent in literary wealth, 5 ani. 


XXXVI. 


And thou, whoſe mental eye un Nature looks, 
Faſt learn d, in bully life's contentious Rate, | 
To read thoſe yare illuminated bock, ö 

The virttious beſoms of che truly grent. 


XXXVII. 


But of the authors, that adorn dhy 3 un e 
And of che living hearts, which thou haſt read, f 


oo. 


In talents and in worth, thou eanſt not meet 
Superiors to thy friend, fo early dead. 


XXX. 
wilt PEO not, Spuncna,. whoſe exalted : mind. 
Delights to animate each, graceful art, 
That triumphs over time (by toil a. 4 
Enſhrining genius in Affection's heart), 


Who gave to Eloquence her earlieſt arms, &; * 


Mem'ry's ; fond eribate; howlſoever paid; 


7 ( IT J 


XL. 
. 


Oblivion's torrent fer din: nente ſtem? * 
Or bid his form, expreſſive of his ſoul, TY meuT _ - 
Speak thro all ages in the deathleſs gem; 
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Muſt pleaſe his ſpirit, from a heart acer; 
But his fame. reſts pou no ſingle ad. 
e; which taſte and truth endear. 
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XIII. 
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Behold, in regions bright with Faney's $ beam, 
Two more than mortal ſhapes, by juſtice " dz 
Shapes like the two, that in Aross 's dream, Bac I | 
The daring hand of EschvLus „ . | 
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Firſt, Asra, mighty queen of gorgeous charms! | 
Of Art, of Science, the primeval nurſe! 


&# *® 


And firſt faluted\Heav'rr with acted verſe. . 


n 


XLIV. 


Next, YT a younger ſiſter's ſofter air,, 
With eyes more piercing, tho of en mien, 40 Le 

Euros, of ſimpler grace, more chaſtly fair, 
Benign improver of each earthly ſcene | 


xn. 


Theſe kindred powers in kind contention vie 
To honour their loſt darling, doubly: dear; 
Each owns his merits with a mutual ſihg. 
And rival monuments of grief they rer. 


VI 


ö ! 4 * 


Magnific As 1a to her Jonzs's nane 
Bids high in air the mauſoleum Gs: 

And, by its various ornaments, proclaim 
The varied powers and virtues of the dead. 


XLVIL 


See! where in ſculptur'd pomp, poetic forms! 
1 he Muſe of Azasy, the PzxSIC Muſe, - 8 
The Eaſtern quire, whoſe blaze of beauty warme, 
Lament the ſweet interpreter they loſe. 


. „„ $8 


( 13) 


xLVnIl. 


Mark where, like ſtars of richly blended fire, 


The ſeven ſelected bards of Mzcca ſtand, 


Mourning their weſtern brother of the e., 
Who raiſed to new renown their ſocial band. 


XLIX. : 


The Suzi tribe, in fond Devotion's trance, 
(Poets, whoſe higher lays to Heav'n belong!) 
Weep their loft friend, whoſe penetrating: glance 


Pierc'd the deep moral of their myſtic ſong. 11 


1. 
Behold, with mental dignity elate, 
| Elders of ſolemn air, and gentle mien! 
One ſage as Solo, one as\SHAKESPEAR great, 
Menu and CaLinasa grace the ſcene. 


LI. 

The bard, whom As1an age and wiſdom cite, 
Seems to his heart a foreign Book to preſs; 

Careſſing, with a parent's. proud delight, 
His SaconTALa in an'EncLisH dreſs.” 
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(wu) 
In triumph foe the Legiſlator ſtand, YL 
With ſuch grief-temper'd pride, ſuch ſoud 4 apple 


Viewing the luſtre that an Excirisn hand 
Gave to the code of his benignant laws! 


Un. 


To Joinia alike they boaſt their pleaſing Abt, 
Skill d equal fame from different founts to an 


Him Art and Science muſt alike regret; 
His language poetry; his conduct law. 


LIV. 

Our light is ſunk, the mourning Inprans ay; 
Protection periſh'd with his parting breath; 222035 
His foſt'ring care was like the beam of day, 

And Knowledge dies by his untimely death. 


But hark | Imperial Asa, who ROY Ne 
O'er all th' attendants at his Eaſtern tomb, 


In her own voice, that warm eee 
Thus ſpeaks her feelings on her darling's doom. 


Jones 
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Pure as the eye of judgment cer explore'd : 
But Gop, who deem'd its worth not duly known, 
| Soon to its parent ſhell the gem reſtored, 


LVI. 


So As iA mou rns. With forrow more intenſe, 
EvRoes, in love mote tenderly ſublime, Fe 

Of her deep loſs to ſhew a mother's ſenſe, - 
Calls her accompliſſ d ſons from every elime. 


LVIII. 


Whom fav'ring Art will fix on Glory's roll, 
One whoſe firm ſtudies have, like N 85 ſhewn 
Genius and virtue blended in his foul jo 


UK, 
One even here (forgive me, modeſt friend) 
My truth- devoted verſe delights to name; 


Pleas' d the congenial fonlptor to commend, 
As fit to miniſter toFonrs'sfamel 
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| Jos was a pearl, that might have deck'd a throne, 


"Theſe was may count?—Yet one to Friendſhip known, 
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IX. 


Fraxman! thy energy of thought benign. 


PIT LO _ — 
„„ — 


Thy feelings, tender as the mournful dove, 
Teach ſtone to breathe thoſe charms of chaſte deſign, - 5 
That beſt may ſoothe the pangs of widow'd love. 
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In Fancy's fond i eyes, 
Marble already, by thy quick ning touch, 


NN 
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Appears the man we mourn 3 and Nature cries : 


"TE 
os, Ga 4 BAT (AS 


“ Such his endearing form! his ſpirit. ſuch! 
IXI. 


* $0 juſtly ſocial, and benignly ages... : 


© He ſearched what INDIAN wiſdom could produce | 


| So hoards of knowledge from the lips of Age 
| « Fe drew, and faſhion'd for the public ule.” 
a IXI. 


But ſcarce, excelling friend ! can all thy ſkill, 
Or Sculpture's ſelf, with all her fondeſt care, 
Image his mind, and what conſpir d to fill 
So rich a temple of endowments rare. 


His 


LXIV. 


* 


His were thoſe graces, who to life impart 


A luſtre like the ſtar that gilds the pole; 5 


Freedom, the prime ennobler of the heart 
And Piety, the guardian of the ſoul! 18 


LXV. 


What power, that ſtrengthens, or adorns the mind, 


Its ſettled paſſion, or excurſive ſport, 
Awake to excellence of every kind, 
Did his unwearied ſpirit fail to court ? 


LxvL 

That ſpirit, wreckleſs of unfriendly time, 
Claſp'd a new ſcience with a lover's zeal; 

When the hurt body, by the fickly elime, 
Was doom'd a load. of languid pain to feel. 


he EXVIL. 

Bright Genius | worthy of unclouded Health! 
Thou ſhouldſt have lived upon her fav'rite hills, 

Where genial air, kind Nature's genuine wealth, 

Annihilates the train of nervous ills. 


— 
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. Weak in his frame, + as a diſmantled tower, 


— 


(#) 


m 15 
Fond, fruitleſs thought! is there on earth a ſpot 
Where Sickneſs never ſtrikes, who ſtrikes wound? | 


And has thy mourner ſcap d, whoſe humbler lot 
Heav'n kindly caſt on this fair ENGLISH ground? 


In theſe dear native ſcenes, to Pain a prey, 
Year after year he drew unvalue'd breath; 

| And view'd the vital ſpark i in dull decay, 

| On a drear confine betwixt life and death. 


And his. cruſh'd mind (a partner in the fall!) 
Robb' d of its little luſtre, uſe, and power, 
A broken dial in a mould ring wall! 


But in o'erclouded Health's uncertain light, 790 
When for her ſuffering votary alarm' d, 


My filent Muſe was baiftſh'd from my acht, q ns! 
Thy numbers chear d me, and thy ſpirit charm 


(ww) 


For ſtill, accompliſh'd Joxzs ] whoſe early _ 
T fondly greeted with fraternal praiſe, 

My mind, tho' weaken'd, yet in juſtice ſtrong, ; 
Joy'd i in the radiance of thy riper days. 


— 


LXXIII 
It was the youthful paſſion of my lyre, 
(Paſſion, to which its willing chords revert !) - 
To blazon Genius with Affection's fire, 
And, with melodious homage, hail deſert. 


LXXIV. 


And when has Truth to eulogy aſſign' d 
A theme more worthy of her fond regard ? 
In thee the Chriſtian with the ſcholar join'd, 
Temper'd the Judge, and dignified the Bard. 


XXV. 


Severe his loſs, who never can renew = 

Such joy, as friends could i in thy converſe find ; 
But what is her's, who from that converſe drew 
The daily banquet of her nouriſh'd mind ? 
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Thou feeling Daughter of a fainted fire! 

Meek heir of mitred SH LEY's modeſt worth l 
In its probation for the Seraph go” 

Thy ſoul muſt bear the ſharpeſt pangs of earth. 


LXXVII. 


Yet e' en in ſorrow there's a virtuous pride, 
Tempering its anguiſh, that would elſe deſtroy; ' 


The very pangs, by which thy ſoul is tried, 
Thou would'ſt not change for apathy or Joy. 


LXXVIII. 


Thou feel a that Heav'n thy oratitude may claim, 


| That thou haſt liv'd a blameleſs happy wife, 
The cheriſh'd partner of as clear a name, 


As e'er won glory in the toil of life, 


LXXIX. 
For him, if darkling mortals may preſume 
To judge the feelings of the bleſt above, 
E'en there, he deems thy heart his richeſt tomb, 
His ſweeteſt eulogy thy laſting lere, 


There, 


( 21 ) 


LXXX. 
There, Heav'n's tried ſervant, and in ſervice pure, 
His. God he bleſſes for a kind decree, 


That makes him ſtill thy guardian, and ſecure | 
To ſhare his bright beatitude with thee. 


LXXXI. 
Juſt mourner | if too weak this plaintive ſong 
Duly to honour whom our grief reveres, 
Pardon |—I add, as conſcious of the wrong, | i; 
To failing language more expreſſive tears, a 
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1 NorTe 1, Stanza IV. 
10 elan the liberal voice of Jriendh ly Shore.” 


* E 2b Sir Joun gon E, who ſucceeded gir WII 
I IAM Jones as preſident of the Aſiatic ſociety, delivered, 
in his firſt addreſs to that aſſembly, a very juſt and eloquent 
eulogium on his accompliſhed predeceſſor.— Some lines in the 
preceding ſtanza allude to the eg e png in the diſcourſe 


of Sir JoHN SHORE. T 
The Pandits, who were in the habit of attending him (Sir 


„% Wm. Jones) when I ſaw them after his death, at a public 


„ Durbar, could neither ſuppreſs their tears for his loſs, nor find 
< terms to expreſs their admiration at the n program he 


e had made in their ſciences.” 


I ſhall embrace with pleaſure every opportunity of illuſtrating 
this poem, and of honouring the juſtly lamented perſonage, whom 
it aſpires to celebrate, by unreſerved quotation of the manly and 


graceful. panegyric, from which I have tranſcribed 1 cee 
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T_ : NOTES TO 


NorTz 2, STANZEZ A VIII. 
* Early to thee obedient Language brought.” 


Tux erudition of Sir WILLIAM Jones was admirable not only 
from its extraordinary extent, but from having been acquired, to 
an aſtoniſhing degree, at a very early period of life. Before the 


« expiration of his twenty-ſecond year (ſays his friend and eulo- 


« piſt) he had compleated his Commentaries on the Poetry of the 


Aſiatics, although a conſiderable time afterwards elapſed before 


« their publication.” Sir Jonx proceeds to commend this work 
very juſtly, as a compleat proof of the Author's conſummate ſkill in 
a variety of languages, and as a juvenile monument of taſte, ta- 
lents, and application, without example. Let me add, that this 


early production diſcovers alſo a heart full of gentle affections, and 


a mind that already conceived and expreſſed its ideas with ſingular 
energy and freedom. I allude particularly to the very pathetic tri- 
bute of gratitude and praiſe, which the Author paid, in his Proce- 
mium, to his friend and inſtructor, then recently deceaſed, (Ro- 
BERT SUMNER, the maſter of Harrow ſchool) and to the two fol- 
lowing paſſages of the book; in the firſt he is ſpeaking of ſatire, in 


the ſecond of heroic poetry. Atqui ut aperte dicam quod 


** ſentio, valde invitus in poetarum chorum ſatyricos, ut vocan- 
« tur, aſcribo. Nolo manſuetiarum muſarum deſiderari bene 
« volentiam.” Poeſeos Afiat. Comment. cap. 17 Ia 

« Quid de legibus poeticis ſentiam, quibuſque cauſis ahdibtc 
« cas pro: nihilo 4 commodiorem inveniam exponendi * 
« cum.” cap. | | 


7 Nerz 3 1 | 
55 T Be pride of joy in Gama's gallant frame” 


Wurnx the Portugueze Admiral, Vasco px GAMA, was pro- 
3 on his great enterprize, the diſcovery of the Eaſt Indies, 


after he had weathered the tremendous ſtorms, that aſſailed him 
I near 
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near the Cape, he is ſaid to have exulted in that omen and aſſur- 

ance of ſucceſs, which he found in the odours wafted to him from 
an inviſible ſhore; odours thus finely deſcribed by Milton with 
* cxnctiende: 


ö 
To them who ſail 
2 Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paſt 
| Mozambic, off at ſea north-eaſt winds blow 
Sabean odours from the ſpicy ſhore 
Of Araby the Bleſt; with ſuch delay 
Well pleas'd they ſlack their courſe; and many a league, 
Chear'd with the grateful ſmell, old Ocean ſmiles. 
Paradiſe Loſt, Book IV. ver. 159 


Nor IV. STAN Z A 14: 
A Penſian caſket for a Northern Prince. 


Tux life of NaER SAH, an Eaſtern Manuſcript, brought 
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to England by the King of Denmark. It was tranſlated into | ö 
French, at the requeſt of that monarch, by Sir WILLIAM Jon Rs, | I 
who at firſt declined the taſk, © alledging for his excuſe the 4 
length of the book, the dryneſs of the ſubject, the difficulty of 1 | 
the ſtyle, &.: but he was at laſt induced to undertake it by the ob : 

moſt liberal motives; and chiefly by the following conſideration, : 0 
expreſſed in his own words, That ĩt would be a reflection upon af 
* this country, if the King ſhould be obliged to carry the manu- f 


4 ſcript into France.” The French verſion, executed by our in- 
comparable linguiſt, was publiſhed in 1770, when the tranſlator: 
had attained. only his 24th Feat. 1 5 


Nort v. STANZA 15. | 


 « What generous plaints of indignation art.” _ 


Tus verſe alludes to the following g paſſage, towards the cloſe of : 
an admirable Preface to the Life of NADER SHAn, new modelled 
for the benefit of the Engliſh reader, and publiſhed n 1773: 

. 2 


* but if a man addicts himſelf entirely to learning, and hopes by 


* 'fary; and that unleſs he can aſſert his own independence i in 


ceived a very ardent paſſion for literature. It was happy for our 


ambition; otherwiſe it is but too probable, that with unexampled 
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and adorn. 


"8 NOTES To EY 
It is a painful conſideration, chat the profeffion/of I Wöintere 
by far the moſt laborious of any, leads to no real benefit or true 

« glory whatſoever. Poetry, Science, Letters, when they are not 

ce made the ſole buſineſs of life, may become its ornaments in proſ- 

« perity, and its moſt pleaſing eonſolation in a change of fortune; 


'« that either to raiſe a family, or to acquire, what ſo many with 
« for, and fo few ever attain, an honourable retirement in his 
*« declining age, he will find, when it is too late, that he has 
„ miſtaken his path; that other labours, other ſtudies are neceſ- 


active life, it will avail him little to be favoured by the learned, 

*« eſteemed by the eminent, or recommended even by kings.” 
Theſe reflections can hardly be ſuggeſted too frequently to the 

conſideration of thoſe ingenuous youths, who happen to have con- 


great Orientaliſt, that his own peculiar energy of mind enabled 
him to form ſuch reflections at an early period of life, before the 
gates of profeſſional proſperity were barred againſt his laudable 


hoards of erudition, united to a moſt benevolent temper, he might 
have pined in a ſtate of neglect and mortification, inſtead of riſing 
to be one of the moſt conſpicuous and moſt uſeful characters in the 
poliſhed age, which his writings have contributed to — 


I cannot cloſe this note without remarking, that the Funde to 
the Engliſh Life of NADER SHAH, which gave riſe to it, contains 
many excellent remarks on hiſtorical writing. It was the cuſtom 
of our univerſal ſcholar to delineate, in a philoſophic and maſterly 
ſurvey, the province of literature, to which the object of his im- 
mediate labour belonged. Thus to his volume of Afiatic Poems 
he has added two admirable Eſſays on Poetry; and his tranſlation of 
Is æus is elucidated by a prefatory diſcourſe, and a commentary 

replete 


- 
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replete with legal and claſſical information. As a writer, both of 
verſe and proſe, his conſummate knowledge of languages enabled 
him to vary and adapt his ſtyle to his * with all the graces 


of e propriety. 


Nor x 6. STANZA XVIII. 
* Prochinin Law thy life's acknowledg' 4 Queen.” 


7 Ax alluſion to the following elegant Latin verſes, in which Sir 
WILLIAM Joxs bade adieu to the Muſe, and devoted himſelf to 


Bis profeſſion. | 
Vale, Camena, blandacultrix ingeni, | 
Virtutis altrix, mater eloquentiz, 

Linquenda alumno eſt laurus et chelys tuo. 
At, O dearum dulcium dulciflima, 
Seu Suada mavis, ſive Pitho dicier, 
'Ate receptus in tua vivam fide: 
Mimi ſit, oro, non inutilis toga, 
Nec indiſerta lingua, nec turpis manus. 
An intereſting addreſs ! which proved, as Sir JohN SHORE affec- 


W e moſt truly prophetic ! E; 


Nerz 7. STaxza XIX. 
« Her throne the boſom of her par ons Gad 


Tux ideas and language of this ſtanza are partly borrowed from 
the ſublime panegyric on law, with which the celebrated Hook ER 
concludes the firſt book of his Eccleſiaſtical Polity; 


Norz 8. STANZA XXII. 
ith penſfve zeal, and exultation juſt.” 


; THESE lines allude to the following very pleaſing deſcription, 
which Sir WILLIAM Jowzs has given of his approach to India, 
in his firſt public diſcourſe as Preſident of the Aſiatic Society. 


E 1 5 When: 
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« When J was at ſea laſt Auguſt, on my voyage to this country, 


which J had long and ardently defired to viſit, I found one even- 


ing, on inſpecting the obſervations of the day, that India lay be- 


fore us, and Perſia on our left, while a breeze from Arabia blew 
nearly on our ſtern. A ſituation ſo pleaſing in itſelf, and to me ſo 


new, could not fail to awaken a train of reflections in a mind, 


which hat] early been accuſtomed to contemplate with delight tbe 
eventful hiſtories, and agreeable fictions of this Eaſtern world. It 


gave me inexpreſſible pleaſure to find myſelf in the midſt of ſo 
noble an amphitheatre, almoſt encircled by the vaſt regions of 


Aſia, which has ever heen eſteemed the nurſe of ſciences, the in- 


ventreſs of delightful and uſeful arts, the ſcene of glorious actions, 
fertile in the productions of human genius, abounding in natural 
wonders, and infinitely diverſified in the forms of religion and go- 


vernment, in the laws, manners, cuſtoms, and languages, as well as 


in the features and complexions of men ; I could not help remark- 
ing how important and extenſive a field was yet unexplored, and 
how many ſolid Wye aaa '— Afiatick Reſearches, 


vol. i. p. 9. 
Theſe reflections led Sir LI bu degrees, to the Wande 


tion of the Aſiatic Society, and never was a man more happily 
qualified, by nature and education, to be the founder and the guide 
of ſuch a reſpectable inſtitution ; ſince, in addition to his own fin- 


galar talents for the rapid acquiſition and ready communication of 
knowledge, he was diſtinguiſhed by ſuch engaging manners as en- 


abled him moſt happily to call forth and encourage the faculties 


of all around him. His unrivalled erudition was fo far from ren- 
dering him dogmatical or repulſive, that no man ever ſpoke with 
more genuine modeſty of his own merit; no man. could exert 
more candour and liberality in eſtimating the merit of others. In 
his writings, the rare extent of his knowledge is always accom- 


panied by an equally rare ſweetneſs and generoſity of ſpirit, which | 
give a peculiar charm to his compoſition, whenever he has oc 


ſion 
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ſion to mention an author diſtinguiſhed in the branch of literature 


immediately before him. A ſtriking inſtance of this ſpirit occurs 
to my recollection in his Eſſay on the Law of Bailments, where he 


deſcribes the legal treatiſes of a venerable French profeſſor and 
judge, M. Pothier, i in 4 ſtrain of e uncommonly animated 


and a e 


. 


Nors * STANZA XXVIII. 


ec B ut from th y tail's variety and weight.” 


A youne ; Stutent may find a moſt pleaſing incentive to mental 


exertion, in contemplating the very wonderful literary acquiſitions 


and atchievements of Sir WILLIAM Jones; a regular and minute 
enumeration and eſtimate of theſe we may hope to ſee from the 


leifure of fome accompliſhed individual among his many Aſiatic 
friends, whom an intimate acquaintance with his extenſive labours, 


and an equal affection for his endearing virtues, may engage in 
the office of his Biographer. The Memorial of Sir Joux SnokE 
is an excellent prelude to ſuch a work. Sir Jon N, after mention- 
ing his predeceſſor s moſt remarkable productions, inſerts in his 
diſcourſe a paper entitled © Dgfiderata, a lift of 23 curious and 
important projected works, relating to India, Arabia, China, and 
Tartary. On this paper of his departed friend he makes the fol- 


e obfervation : 4 


« We are not authorized to conclude, that he had Himel form- 
ed a determination to compleat the works which his genius and 
knowledge had thus ſketched ; the taſk ſeems to require a period 


beyond the probable duration of any human life; but we, who 


had the happineſs to know Sir WILLIAM Jones, who were wit- 
neſſes of his indefatigable perſeverance in the purſuit of know- 
ledge, and of his ardour to accompliſh whatever he deemed im- 


Portant ; who ſaw the extent of his intellectual powers, his won- 


derful attainments in literature and e and the facility with 
which 
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which al his. compoſitions were made, cannot doubt, if it had 
pleaſed Providence to protract the date of. his exiſtence, that he: 


would have ably; eee much of what he . ſo ee 


_ planned; . 


It cannot be deemed- uſeleſs or ſuperfluous to enquire, 15 


what arts or method he was enabled to attain to a degree of know 


ledge almoſt univerſal, and apparently beyond the powers: of Many. 


during a life little exceeding forty-ſeven, years. 1 

« The faculties of his mind, by nature vigorous, were improved 
by conſtant exerciſe, and his memory, by habitual practice, had 
acquired a capacity of retaining whatever had been once impreſſed 
upon it. To an unextinguiſhed ardour for univerſal knowledge, 
he joined a perſeverance in the purſuit of it, which ſubdued, all. 
obſtacles; his ſtudies began with the dawn, and during the inter- 
miſſion of profeſſional duties, were continued throughout the day. 
Reflection and meditation ſtren gthened and confirmed what induſ- 
try and inveſtigation- had accumulated. It was a fixt principle: 
with him, from which he never voluntarily deviated, not to be 
deterred, by any difficulties that were ſurmountable, from proſe - 
euting to a ſucceſsful termination, what he bay once IIs 
undertaken. | 

But what appears to me to have DAT) fem to 3 his ta 
lents ſo much to his own and the public advantage, was the regu- 
lar allotment of his time to particular occupations, and a ſcrupu- 
lous adherence to the diſtribution which he had fixed; hence all 
his ſtudies were purſued without interruption, or confuſion. Nor 
can I here omit. remarking, what may probably have. attracted 
your obſervation as well as mine, the candour and complacency 
with which he gave his attention to all perſons, of whatſoever 
quality, talent, or education: he juſtly concluded, that curious or 
important information might be gained from the illiterate; and 
wherever it was to be obtained, he ought 9d ied it.“ 


” * 
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DWE LET H 


In the very brief liſt of eminent men, who have compleatly 


united the oppoſite advantages ariſing from a life of buſineſs and 


a a life of meditation, perhaps Cicero is the perſonage, who may be 


moſt properly compared with Sir WILLIAM Jones. The great 


Roman has been often conſidered as without a parallel ; in the di- 
verſity and magnitude of his mental accompliſhments; yet who 
will now heſitate to declare, that, in extent of erudition, in elegance 


and energy of mind, and above all in the tenderneſs and Integrity 


of his private and public life, he was far from being ſuperior to 
our accompliſhed countryman. 


NoTs to. STaxz a XXXIL 
Tine the loud torrent of ber Epic ſong.” 


TE commentaries on Afiatic poetry contain a very ſpirited 
Latin verſion of a paſſage from the Perſian Heroic Poem of Fer = 


DUSI, whom the poetical Commentator deſcribes as a rival of 


Homer. © Nullum eſt ab Europæis ſcriptum poema, quod ad 
«© Homeri dignitatem et quaſi czleſtem ardorem proprius acce- 


« dat.” A large portion of FER DUsf has fince appeared in an 


Engliſh dreſs, but, I fear, without obtaining in England, either for 
the Perſian Homer, or the Engliſh Poet his tranſlator, the admi- 
ration due to original genius, or the juſt recompence of elegant 
labour. Let me add, however, that Jones's ſpecimen of the Per- 
fian Epic Poetry attracted the notice, and obtained the praiſe of 


learned foreigners: it is inſerted by the Abate ToDERINI, in his 


copious and entertaining work, entitled, Letteratura Turcheſca, 
with the following commendation : 

Ferduſi maraviglioſo poeta epico, onor della Perſiana poeſia, 
nel ſuo libro Sha Nama eroicamente deſcrive le geſte degli eroi e 
dei re Perſtani. Il Jones ne traduſſe un lungo tratto Omeriano e 
belliſſimo in verſi Latini, che ſentono della maniera Virgiliana; 


con cui adorno queſto mio libro. Toderini, tome 1, p. 213. 
AE: Nor x 
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 Nore 11. sr XXXII. 8 * N 3 
8 Uſher'd young Althorp into Hymen' 5 fine” 1 


A $PRIGHTLY and graceful ode, entitled < The Muſe recalled,” 
occaſioned by the nuptials of Lord Viſcount ALTHORP (the pre- 


ſent Earl SpENCER) and Miſs Lavinia BINGHAM, eldeſt 


daughter of CHARLES Lord LUCAN, was printed at Strawberry 7 
Hill 1781, 


' Nore 12. STANZA XXXV. > 
« Thy well train 'd yours atteſted all his nie 5 


Ix addreſſing his noble young friend on the moſt. joyous occa- 
ſion, the high toned ſpirit of the Poet led him to blend indignant 
ſentiments of public virtue with the gaiety of a nuptial ſong. 
The ode contains a manly ſtrain of freedom, united to the ele- 
gance and delicacy with W it celebrates the peculiar talents of 
the lovely bride a 

4 Each 3 reclin'd on many a roſe, 
« Lavinia's pencil ſhall diſcloſe 


« New forms of dignity and grace, 
6. Th“ expreſſive urs thi Gs avant face.” &c. 


May: J be allowed to RED a ith that the n ſo july 
praiſed may employ itſelf in honouring the memory of him, who 
ſpoke in theſe friendly TO: his perfect ſenſe of its power? 


Noz 13. S TANZ A XIAL: 
* The daring hand of Eſebylus pourdrey 3 


Edegalny foi Ido yuan everpeores. 
H pv merXouo8 Tlepoixorg” noxnpevn, . 
H d avre Suge, £5 ob prontivg, 
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Meyebe. TE 1 vuv exreemeolola T0AUs 
Kaan 1 ajpwjat, Xa xaciyvnle yes 
Tala raſęar trol, HU tAGde 


Kang atten yaiav, n dt Bageagoy, 
| Ajebil e ver. 181. 


Methought t two women ſtood before my eyes 
5 .Gorgeouſly veſted ; one in Perſian robes. 

Adorn' d, the other in the Doric garb; 

With more than mortal majeſty they moved: 

Of peerleſs beauty, ſiſters too they ſeemed, 
Tho' diſtant each from each they chanc'd to-dwell; 

In Greece the one, on the Barbaric coaſt- 165 

The other ——.. | Piotter's Tranſlations. 


| Nors 14. STaxza XLVIIL 


« Who rai 2 to new renown their Moral. band: rr 


Tur peel Arabian 8 which were ſuſpended on the Tem- 


ple at Mecca, were tranſlated and. publiſhed by our Author in. 
178 3- with an argument to each poem, and the original annexed. 
in Roman letters. This publication is peculiarly endeared to. 
thoſe who love the memory of Sir WILLIAM Jox Es, by contain- 
ing his portrait, well engraved by HALL, from a picture of R Rx 
NOL Ds. 


Norz 15; SAA XLIX. 


« Pierc d the deep moral * their myſtic bens. 


IN 8 third ie of the Afiatic Reſearches, the Preſident 
inſerted an admirable Diſſertation on the Myſtical NE, of the- 
Perſians and Hindus. | 


— 
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NorE XVI. STANZA 59. 


9 Menu and Calidaf grace the ſme? 


FRo an 180 and 10 noble deſire to befriend the natives 
of that country, where he was appointed to adminiſter juſtice, Sir 
WiLLIaM JoNEs was led ** to ſuggeſt to government a work 
of national utility and importance, the compilation of a copious 
digeſt of Hindu and Mahommedan laws, from Sanſcrit and Arabic 
originals, with an offer of his ſervices to ſuperintend the compi- 
lation, and with a promiſe to tranſlate it. —To the ſuperinten- 
dance of this work, which was immediately undertaken at his 
ſuggeſtion, he aſſiduouſly devoted thoſe hours, which he could 
ſpare from his profeſſional duties. 

During the courſe of this compilation, and as auxiliary to it, 
he was led to ſtudy the works of MN, reputed by the Hindus to 
be the oldeſt and holieſt of legiflators, and finding them to com- 
prize a ſyſtem of religious and civil duties, and of law in all its 
branches, ſo comprehenſive and minutely exact, that it might be 
conſidered as the inſtitutes of Hindu law, he preiented a tranſla- 

tion of them to the e of Bengal. t. os arp Shore's _—_ 
courſe. | 

When Sir Wirth Jones enquired of © a very ſenſible Brah- | 
man which of the Indian dramas was moſt univerfally eſteemed, he 
anſwered without heſitation Sacontala, ſupporting his opinion, as 
uſual among the Pandits, by a couplet to this effect: | 

« The Ring of Sacontala, in which the 4th act, and four 
ſtanzas of that act are EDO: brilliant, diſplays all the rich ex- 

uberanceof Calidaſa's genius.“ 

This circumſtance induced our great Oriengalift ta peruſe and 
tranſlate Sagontala, which he has given to the public, to uſe his 
own very juſt expreſſions, © as a moſt pleaſing and autheatic pic- 
ture of old Hindu manners, and one of the greateſt curioſities that 


Fo 7 the 


erer. | 35 


_ the literature of Aſia has yet brought to light.” I preſume moſt 
Engliſh readers are familiar with the merits of this ſingular and 
admirable n, as it has lately been reprinted in a pocket 


volume. 


NorzE XVII. S TAU2z A 36. 
& Soon to iti parent ſhell the gem reſtored.” 


Tuts ſtanza is a free tranſlation of an Aſiatic eulogy on a cele- 
brated Vizir, of whoſe benevolent and philoſophic character the 
reader may find a pleaſing anecdote in Pocock's edition of AB UL. 
FxREOE.—In the Commentaries on Aſiatic Poetry this little ſpe- 
cimen of Eaſtern elegy is thus rendered in Latin verſe : -K 


Illuſtris fuit ille margarita. 

Puri luce nitens, colore puro, 

Quam, gemmæ pretium latere queſtus, 
Conchæ reſtituit Deus parenti. 


THERE is, I truſt, no impropriety in applying to Sir WILLIAM. 


Jones an Oriental encomium, which he particularly admired, 
and which, I believe, no individual, in any quarter of the globe, 
could more truly deſerve. 


; n EVM: fo ance. 62; 


He drew, and faſbion d. for the public uſe.” 


TInave preſumed, without the knowledge of my friend, to' al 


lade in this ſtanza to a monumental drawing of Mr. FLAXMAN, in 
which he has repreſented Sir W1LL1am Joves collecting informa- 
tion. from the Pandits to ſettle the ome of. Hindu and Mahom-- 
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Nor XIX. STANg A GG. At 


% Claſp'd a new Science with a lover's zeal,” / 


< His laſt and favourite purſuit (fays Sir JOHN SHORE) Was 5 the 
ſtudy of Botany, which he originally began under the confine- 
ment of a ſevere and lingering diſorder, which with moſt minds 
would have proved a diſqualification from any application. It 
conſtituted the principal amuſement of his leiſure hours. In the 
arrangement of Linnæus he diſcovered ſyſtem, truth, and ſcience, 
which never failed to captivate and engage his attention, and 
from the proofs, which he has exhibited of his progreſs in Bo- 
tany, we may conclude that he would have extended the diſco- 
veries in that ſcience. The laſt compoſition, which he read to 
this Society, was a deſcription of Elect Indian ar 


No TE XX. STANZA 69; 
On a drear confine betwixt hife and death.” 


A wRITER, who has experienced great favour from the public, 
may be thought, I hope, to diſcover more of gratitude than of 
vanity in thus touching upon a perſonal misfortune, that con- 
demned him to a long Nr of mental inactirity. 


Nor I XXI. S TANZ A 72. 
« I fondly greeted awith fraternal þ raiſe. 5 


Mar I be permitted to remark, that the Eſſay on Epic Poetry, 
firſt publiſhed in 1782, contains the lines relating to the ever 


O thou 


al *r. 1 37 


* 92 


0 ? 3 1 ? \ -, „ 5 
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1 {irc She breath'd the, ak, I the rifled Eaſt, | 
+ Blhwil bes Since independent honours high controul 
. fp | Detach'd from poly thy ERAS... Fe 
N "T's ſeck, with better hopes, Perſualion's bat, > 5 | : Z 8 
Bleſt be thoſe hopes, and happy that retreat, 5 
Which with regret all Britiſh bards muſt ſee, 
And mourn a brother loſt in loſing thee. 


NorE XXII. STANZA 74. 
Lemper d the Judge, and dignified the bard.” | 


A 111 p and rational piety may be regarded as the crowning 
excellence of a character compleatly accompliſhed. This excel- 
lence was poſſeſſed, in a very happy degree, by the incomparable 
perſonage, to whoſe honour this imperfe& memorial is affection- 
ately devoted. I cite with peculiar pleaſure, on this article, the teſ- 
timony of his intelligent and worthy eulogiſt (Sir JohN Sores) 
who, having mentioned the marvellous variety and extent of his 
predeceſſor's mental powers, obſerves, that © from the moſt 
renowned poets and philoſophers of Greece, Rome, and Aſia, he 
could turn, with equal delight and knowledge, to the ſublime ſpe- 
culations of BakRow and NEwToN. With them alſo he profeſſed 
his conviction of the truth of the Chriſtian religion; and he juſtly 
deemed it no inconſiderable advantage, that his reſearches had cor- 
roborated the multiplied evidence of revelation, by confirming the 
Moſaic account of the primitive world.“ 

Let me add, that it is poſſible he may have rendered infinitely 
greater ſervices to religion by the admirable ſuggeſtion in the cloſe 
of his Diſcourſe on the Gods of Greece, Italy, and India, He 

there 
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mode of converting the Muſulmans and Hindus to Chriſtianity; 


the beneficent ſpirit, by whom it was ſuggeſted. 
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there points out what occurred. to him as the only promiſing: 


and perhaps the moſt worthy honour, which the Afiatic Society 
could pay to the memory of Sir WILLIAM Jones, would be to 
reſume and realize his idea: the experiment is-cafy, and ſhould it 
ſucceed in any degree, 'that ſucceſs will form the nobleſt eulogy of 


New Editions of the following bave been ieh W by. 


Capt, J unior, “ and n 


1. POEMS and PLAYS, by William HAYLEY, Eſq. in fix Volumes. 


Price J. 1. 15. bound. 


2. A Philoſophical, Hiſtorical, and Moral ESSAY on OLD MATDS—By 
A FarenD to the SisTERHOOD, T hree vols. with Frontiſpieces, 
105. 6d. in boards, ( 
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